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Said Moses, “Here is a man who is destined to govern 600,000 people, 
yet he does not know the difference between one sort of noise and 
another!” 


“He said, ‘It is not the sound of shouting for victory or the sound of the 
cry of defeat, but the sound of singing that I hear’” (Ex. 32:18). 


Said R. Yosé, ““‘It is the sound of praise of idols that I hear.’” 


Said R. Yudan in the name of R. Yosé, “There is not a generation in 
which a particular of the sin of the worship of the calf is not [to be 
atoned for through suffering].” 


“And as soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf and the 
dancing” (Ex. 32:19). 


[M] R. Hilqiah in the name of R. Aha: “It is on the basis of this story 
[in which Moses does not break the tablets until he actually sees 
what is going on, despite the good guess on the basis of the sounds 
he hears], that we learn that one should not reach a judgment on 
the basis of guesswork.” 


[N] Moses made the following interpretation on the basis of an 
argument a fortiori: “Now if in the case of the Passover lamb, 
which is a single religious duty, it is stated, ‘[And when a stranger 
shall sojourn with you and would keep the passover to the Lord, let 
all his males be circumcised, then he may come near and keep it; 
he shall be as a native of the land.] But no uncircumcised person 
shall eat of it’ (Ex. 12:8). 


[O] “as to the Torah, in which all the religious duties are contained — 
is it not an argument a fortiori [that these people are unworthy to 
receive it ]?” 


[P] “[And as soon as he came near the camp and saw the calf and the 
dancing], Moses’ anger burned hot, and he threw the tables out of 
his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain” (Ex. 32:19). 


[Q] R. Ishmael taught, “The Holy One, blessed be he, told him to 
break them, for it is said, ‘And I will write on the tables the 
words that were on the first tables which you broke, and you 
shall put them in the ark’” (Deut. 10:2). 


[R] He said to him, “You did the right thing in breaking them.” 


[S] R. Samuel bar Nahman in the name of R. Jonathan: “The 
tablets were six handbreadths long and three broad. Moses 
was holding on to two handbreadths, and the Holy One, 


